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The Christian and His Money 


GUEST EDITORIAL 


PROSPERITY (= 
FOR CHRISTIANS? | e>9 


By the Reverend Larry M. Bringman 
Cedar Rapids, lowa 


Sometimes this talk makes the Christian feel that if he isn’t 

gaining wealth, he is a reject as a Christian and is “living 
below his privileges.” I take affront to this. The success and 
satisfaction of a man’s life ‘'...does not consist in the abundance of 
his possessions” (Luke 12:15, NIV). 

I have heard people testify of how God has blessed by sending 
them just a few dollars—but it was in itself prosperity because it 
met their need. Their treasure resided in God who saw to their 
economic well-being. Psalm 122:6 tells us what happens when we 
love the Lord: ‘'...they prosper” (NASV). Even the Greek Stoic 
philosopher Epictetus said, ‘Contentment consists not in great 
wealth, but in a few wants.’’ 

Now, I am not adverse to prosperity. In fact, I preach that God 
has prosperity for those who reside in His will. ‘No good thing 
does He withhold from those who walk uprightly”’ (Psalm 84:11, 
NASV). The enactment of righteous principles brings open doors 
not only to financial success but to emotional, physical, spiritual 
and domestic prosperities. 

“How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of 
scoffers! But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he 
meditates day and night. 

‘And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and 
in whatever he does, he prospers”’ (Psalm 1:1-3, NASV). 

Also, ample provision will always be the result of earnest toil. 
Proverbs 13:4 says, ‘‘The soul of the sluggard craves and gets 
nothing, but the soul of the diligent is made fat’ (NASV). The will 
of the Lord is that a man be industrious in his labors so that he will 
have a personal satisfaction in the fruits and investments of his 
work. 

And [still believe in the extra benefits that come from the giving 
of self and substance to God. His Word tells us, ‘‘Give, and it will 
be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, they will pour into your lap. For whatever measure 
you deal out to others, it will be dealt to you in return” (Luke 6:38, 
NASV). 


Consider a balanced view of prosperity! 


P rosperity is the key subject in many Christian circles today. 
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This We Believe 
is We Bel 
..that the Holy Bible is the inspired 
Word of God (//. Tim. 3:16; II Pet. 
1:19-27). 

..that God is triune--Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit (/ John 5:7; John 1:1,2,14). 
..that man fell through disobedience 
(Romans 5:12,19). 

..that Christ died to redeem us (Titus 
2:14 Gal. 3:13). 

..that salvation is through grace (Eph. 
2:8-10; Rom. 3:23,24). 

..that repentance and acceptance 
are vital (/ John 1:9; John 6:37b). 

.. that new birth must be experienced 
to become a child of God (John 3:3; 1! 
Cor. 5:17). 

in a daily Christian life (/ Thess. 
5:23; Heb. 6:1). 

.. in water baptism through immersion 
(Rom. 6:4; Acts 2:41). 

..in the institution of the Lord's supper 
(| Cor. 11:23b-28). 

..in the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 1:5,8; 2:4). 

..in the Spirit filled life (Rom. 12:1,2; 
Gal. 5:16,25). 

..In the gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit 
(Rom. 12:6-8; Gal. 5:22,23; John 15:8). 
..that we must be moderate in all 
things (Phil. 4:5). 

..IN Divine healing (James 5:14-16; 
Matt. 8:17). 

..that the Second Coming of Christ is 
both imminent and personal (/ Thess. 
4:16,17). 

..IN Church relationship and in civil 
government (Heb. 10:24,25; Rom. 
ERIE! 

..in the final judgment (Matt. 13:41-43), 
..in heaven and hell (/ Cor. 2:9; John 
14:2; Rev. 20:10,15). 

..in tithes and offerings to support the 
Lord’s work (Malachi 3:10;!I Cor. 9:7). 
..that the Church is responsible to 
evangelize all nations (Mark 16:15; 
John 4:35-37). 


STATEMENT OF FAITH 
International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel 
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aches his own children. 


om! My 


Never before have I learned the 
bsolute necessity of persistently 
aining children in handling money as 
have in the past years. 

I have discovered that much of this 
aining comes through pure parental 
xample. Albert Schweitzer once said, 
There are only three ways to teacha 
hild: the first is by example, the 
econd is by example, and the third is 
y example.” His words became very 
eal to me as I endeavored to carefully 
y down the foundations of learning 
r my children. 

I encourage you to start now teach- 
g your children the critical art of 
oney management skills. Let me 
hare eight steps to financial man- 
gement which I used in my own 
ome: 

Teach your children how to 
tithe. From their earliest days, 
ur children have been taught to honor 
30d by giving Him the first part of any 
come. Tithing is rigidly enforced 
ntil they are thirteen years of age, at 
hich time they are on their own. I do 
sk about their tithing from time to 
ime (in fact, my monthly review of 
xpenditures reveals whether or not 
hey have tithed). But the decision is 
etween them and God. 

Show them howto keepa writ- 
ten budget. To this day, | 
jave never counseled a couple on 
honey problems who kept a consist- 
ont written budget. I must admit, it is 
ry tough getting my own family to 
consistently write down where they 
spend their money. 

Most people do not keep good 
‘ecords, so they really don’t know 
where their money is going. Without 
yroper spending records, it is impos- 
sible to adequately forecast the com- 
ng year. Without a written budget, 
jou are spending out of control and 
nviting disaster. 


AMILY FOCUS: Popular author 
alcolm MacGregor gives parents the 
ecrets of money management he 


udget Ran Our, 


Teach your children to man- 

age money on a monthly 
basis. Rather than giving your child- 
ren money as they need it, sit down 
with them and help them plan their 
needs for the coming year. Then, give 
them money to manage on a monthly 
basis. Be prepared that they may 
mishandle the funds. But it is much 
easier to learn these lessons with Mom 
or Dad than with the phone company, 
power company or bankruptcy court. 

Allow them to find worth in 

handling household chores. 
Even if you have the funds to hire 


-maids, make sure your children (even 


the boys) know how to cook, sew and 
clean. Money just may not be there in 
the future to eat out or buy ready- 
made clothing. 

Encourage them to earn extra 

money outside the home. 
Working for understanding parents 
and for someone else are two different 
things. One valuable lesson | learned 
as a young man came about when | 
was unfairly fired from a job. I learned 
that the boss is always right, even if he 
is wrong. Many times I have counseled 
young couples whose financial woes 
could ‘be traced to the husband’s 
inability to keep a job. That inability in 
turn inevitably was traced to the fact 
that he never learned to work for 
someone else. 

Through lessons such as these, the 
reward will be as Proverbs 22:29 
states, “Do you see aman skilled in his 
work? He will serve before kings; he 
will not serve before obscure men” 
(NIV). And, “In all labour there is 
profit,” says Proverbs 14:23 (KJV). 

Open a savings account for 
your children, and teach 


them about insurance. Savings and 
insurance are important aspects of 
any financial plan. Teach your child- 
ren their importance. 


Have your children participate 
with you at least annually in 
your own financial plan. This accom- 
plishes two things. First, it makes sure 
that you do have an annual plan. 


Second, it lets your children see you 


making some of the hard decisions 
that must be made in setting family 
priorities. 

Teach them contentment from 

your example. You can teach as 
much as you like, but the greatest tool 
will be a real life example—yours. 
Watch your attitude. So often I have 
heard a great man or woman of God 
talk of the positive approach to life 
they received from their parents. Too 
often I am not this example. It is my 
desire to be this example. 


The older I get, the wiser I become. 
But as I get wiser, I realize the steps 
that should have been taken back 
down life’s road. Now, it’s almost too 
late. Set your goal now to teach your 
children proper money management 
skills. If your kids can handle these 
eight areas, I feel that they will make it. 
I assure you that it will be frustrating 
and time consuming. But rewards will 
be paid when your children are grown 
and start families of their own. 

Editor’s note: We recommend Train- 
ing Your Children to Handle Money 
by Malcolm MacGregor, Bethany 
Fellowship, Inc., for an enlightening 
in-depth discussion. Mr. MacGregor 
is also the author of the bestseller 
Your Money Matters (Bethany Fel- 


lowship, Inc.). 
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VIEWPOINT: Raymond and 
Anne Ortlund, well-known 
Christian pastors and authors, 
have learned not to worry 
about money. 


WHAT 


EAE 
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Adapted from Raymond and Anne 
Ortlund's The Best Half of Life, 
copyright © 1976 by Raymond and 
Anne Ortlund, pages 104-111; used 
by permission of Word Books, 
publisher, Waco, Texas 76796, 

Dr. Ortlund is pastor of Mariners 
Church, Newport Beach, CA. Mrs. 
Ortlund is a noted author, conference 
speaker, organist and composer. 
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hat is money really for? As 
W ite Bible makes clear, money 

is for glorifying God. The 
Bible is, among so many other things, 
a money management book. It tells 
everything you need to know on 
how to get money and what to do 
with it. 

According to Scripture, you must 
not glory in money; you must glorify 
God through your money. Handle 
your money with the sure knowledge 
that He personally gave it to you, in 
the amount that He wanted you to 
have, to handle for Him. 

So what is your money for? It is 
for seeing God's power and love in 
providing for you. “Don't worry at 
all about having enough food and 
clothing. Why be like the heathen? 
For they take pride in all these 
things and are deeply concerhed 
about them. But your heavenly 
Father already knows perfectly well 
that you need them, and he will give 
them to you if you give him first 
place in your life and live as he 
wants you to’ (Matthew 6:31-33, 
TLB). 

So what is your money for? To 
provide everything you need to live 
abundantly for Him. The last two 
words are utterly important: for Him. 
Every area of your life must be seen 
as being connected with God and 
connecting other people with God. If 
it’s not, throw it out. If you live your 
life for Him, He won't skimp. And 
you'll have plenty, more and more, to 
give away. 

Whether you're midstream in the 
hassle of raising a family or past all 
that and into retirement, God will 
give you plenty ef supply for living 
for Him! Believe that, and live like it. 

So what is your money for? It’s a 
way God directs and leads you. If 
you don't have money for a certain 
project, pray; if there’s still no money, 
stop! God's telling you something. If 
there's money on hand, maybe. Pray 
and proceed with caution, 

John Wesley gave interesting 
advice on money: “Earn all you can; 
save all you can; give all you can.” 


And God's Word gives you plenty 
of direction on how to handle the 
money that comes. First, give! Give 
the first and the best. Let your gift to 
God be the first check written every 
payday, and give until you're a little 
breathless and dizzy; give through 
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and beyond that pain threshold to 
the place where if He doesn’t come 
through, you're sunk. Then youll 
know the exhilaration of the faith- 
life—whatever your income base 
may be. 

And the result of giving with risk? 
We didn't say this; Jesus did: “If you 
give, you will get!-Your gift will 
return to you in full and overflowing 
measure, pressed down, shaken 
together to make room for more, and 
running over. Whatever measure you 
use to give—large or small—will be 
used to measure what is given bach 
to you” (Luke 6:38, TLB). g 


What else do you do with the 
money that comes? First, you give. 
Then second, you pay your bills. 
Proverbs 3:27,28 says, “Don't with- 
hold repayment of your debts. Dont 
say ‘some other time’ if you can pay 
now’ (TLB). 

Watch those credit systems; use 
them only to establish good credit! 
Control your willpower. If you have 
a tendency torun up debts, ask your 
close brothers to pray with you 
about it, as they pray over your 
taking off weight, or any other area 
where the loving watch of a fellow 
believer helps you-be accountable. 

Last summer our daughter, Sherry, 
and son-in-law, Walt, asked if they 
could meet with us as a “small 
group.” We had wonderful times in 
weekly prayer and fellowship to- 
gether for those summer months. 

Walt told us he’d made four vows 
to the Lord which he had shared 
with his Thursday morning prayer 
group: (1) to have a daily quiet time; 
(2) to pray with Sherry every day; 
(3) to lose fifteen pounds; and (4) to 
live without indebtedness, except 
for his education debts to Uncle 
Sam—not easy when you're a semi- 
nary student with a wife, a baby and 
a BankAmericard. . 

A few weeks later he said to us, 
“You know, Mom and Dad, since I 
told my Thursday morning group of 
brothers about my vows, nobody 
has asked how I'm doing.” 

We said, “Tell them! They're not 
functioning.” 

So the next Thursday morning 
Walt said, “Look, do you guys love 
me, or don’t you? Nobody has asked 
me if I'm praying with Sherry, if I’m 
into the refrigerator or if I’m over- 

Continued on page 14. 
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By Rolf B. Zettersten 


ditor’s note: Rolf B. Zettersten, managing editor of Conviction 
agazine, is attending Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
alifornia. We are pleased to add: that both his father and wife 
e graduates of LIFE Bible College, and his brother is currently 
rolled there. 


mericans have an insatiable curiosity about the rich. 
rt Names like Getty, Hearst, Hughes, Kennedy and 
) Ged Rockefeller are well-known to millions of people 
ecause those names are linked to millions of dollars. 

Weare intrigued by the lifestyle and power of millionaires. 
elevision programs like ‘Dallas’? and ‘Dynasty’ exploit 
tis interest by exposing us to the lurid dealings of wealthy 
ctitious families. 

Sensational newspapers, filled with gossip about rich 
slebrities, are thriving. 

Tours of grand estates attract thousands of people every 
ear to San Simeon, California, to see Hearst Castle, and to 
ong Island, New York, to see the Vanderbilt mansion. 

Intense scrutiny by the public has driven some millionaires 
ito living secluded, solitary lives. 

Multimillionaire Howard Hughes was known as a daring 
yiator who lived the life of a playboy 30 years ago. But he 
ecame a tragic recluse shunning the media until his death. 

Other wealthy figures have gladly told their “rags to 
ches”’ stories to the great delight of an adoring public. The 
estseller lists always include the biographies of rich cele- 
rities like Greta Garbo, Marilyn Monroe and John Lennon. 
eople are so interested in the personal lives of the wealthy. 
“One young man allegedly ran several newspaper ads asking 
eople to send him $1 each. In return, he promised to write 
ack to each donor and tell them how much he had raised. 
his young entrepreneur reportedly became quite wealthy 
ecause people were very willing to pay $1 to satisfy their 
iriosity. 

I suppose there is really nothing wrong with this 
ceoccupation about the rich, but so many people have 
verlooked the wealthiest one of all. His empire is greater 
yan the mind can comprehend. 

He is so unlike any other millionaire who ever lived. His 
rory is the most fascinating ever told. His name is Jesus 
‘hrist, the Son of God. 

The Bible tells us that the entire earth belongs to Him! In 
ict, the Lord created the world and all of its riches are His. 
The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, the world, and 
10se who dwell in it’? (Psalm 24:1, NASV). 


But if material wealth were not enough, we find that the 
Lord created us and that we are also His. ‘‘Behold, all souls 
are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is 
Mine. The soul who sins will die” (Ezekiel 18:4, NASV). 

What wealth! There is nothing that does not belong to the 
King of Kings. Yet, His story is even more unusual because 
He once gave up all that He owned in order that others might 
have access to His vast kingdom. 

The Bible tells us that God saw a sinful world that was 
poverty-stricken and destined to die. So Jesus Christ came to 
earth, giving up His throne for awhile, in order to die on the 
cross for our sins. 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that 
you through His poverty might become rich”’ (II Corinthians 
8:9, NASV). 

He went from riches to rags so that we too could have 
wealth for eternity. We now can belong to His royal family. 
“Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, 
then an heir through God” (Galatians 4:7, NASV). 

He is also unlike so many millionaires because he avails 
Himself to us. He does not try to hide from us. In fact, He 
desires that all men know Him. ‘‘Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock; if any one hears My voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him...’’ (Revelation 3:20, NASV). 

His availability is not for His benefit, but for ours. The 
story of Christ was written in the Bible that we may believe 
and know Him. 

Of God’s kingdom there is no limit, for it is not confined 
to the scope of this earth or age. Now you can be more than 
an observer. You can be a child of the King for eternity. His 
riches will be your riches and His wealth will be your wealth. 
Accept Jesus Christ as Lord of your life today! 


By the Reverend Linda Norris 
Co-pastor, Santa Monica, 
California 


HAVE WE, GOD’S CHURCH, 
FORGOTTEN THE POOR? 

God has a deep concern for the 
poor; therefore, it is reasonable to 
accept that He has a plan to end the 
problem. But, are we aware of God’s 
solution? 

In our nation’s history, we have 
seen one plan at work: that of paying 
taxes to allow government-funded 
agencies to meet the needs of the 
poor. A large number of people do 
not feel confident that this plan is 
working effectively. After viewing 
the rising national debt and crime 
statistics, it is evident that our 
nation’s economic problems must be 
resolved. 

But where is God's Church in the 
midst of this turmoil? Most born 
again believers believe we should be 
helping the poor, but we have just 
not been convinced on how to get 
that done. 
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A Heart For the Poor 


The benefits listed in Psalm 41:1,2 
(LB) are applicable to the nation 
making adequate provision for those 
in need—spiritually and physically. 
The Word says, “God blesses those 
who are kind to the poor. He helps 
them out of their troubles. He 
protects them and keeps them alive; 
he publicly honors them and destroys 
the power of their enemies. He nurses 
them when they are sick, and soothes 
their pains and worries.” 

One could draw some astounding 
parallels between the way we have 
shown kindness to the poor around 
us and our national problems, such 
as protection of life via military 
arms (“He protects them and keeps 
them alive”), or the sustaining of 
national honor among world powers 
(“He publicly honors them and 
destroys the power of their ene- 
mies”), or the rise of cancer in our 
midst (“He nurses them when they 
are sick”), or even the escalation of 
suicide (“He soothes...their worries”). 

It seems obvious that we can no 
longer pass the buck by allowing the 
government to handle the full loadin 
attending to these needs; first, 
because the government needs sup- 
port; second, because the Church 
can tend to needs on a personal 
basis. 


{ 
Jesus said He came to give good 
news to the poor (Luke 4:18,19). But 
the word “poor” deals with more 
than just economic need. Money 
alone never has been the answer to 
this kind of human need. The surface 
need is indeed a filthy crib, broken 
windows, rat-infested kitchens, 
growling stomachs. But the long- 
term need, the underlying need, the 
real problem that must be met has to 
do with self-esteem and spiralling 
defeat. : 
The Church is well equipped to 
meet this kind of need. It takes the 
personal involvement of people wha 
know love, who therefore under- 
stand how to love...not just for an 
hour or two, not just when it's 
convenient for their schedule, not 
just from 8 to 5...but people who 
care, who love, and who will be 
determined to remain committed 
until change is effected in the inner 
man. Only God's Church is equipped 
to extend this kind of compassion. 
James 2:14-20,26 says, “Dear 
brothers, what’s the use of saying 
that you have faith and are Chris- 
tians if you~aren’'t proving it by 
helping others? Will that kind of 
faith save anyone? If you have a 
friend who is in need of food and 
clothing, and you say to him, ‘Well, 
good-bye and God bless you; stay 
warm and eat hearty, and then don't 
give him clothes or food, what good 
does that do?...When will you ever 
learn that ‘believing’ is useless 
without doing what God wants you 
to? Faith that does not result in good 
deeds is not real faith” (LB). 
The need is obvious. It fills our 
newspapers, news magazines...it fills 
our streets. Now is the Church's 
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he inner cities are a field 
hite unto harvest. But 
inless the physical need is 
irst met, there will be no 
piritual harvest.” 


oment. Our ministry and mission 
s obvious. The nation waits to see 
ow the poor will be provided for. 


HAT CAN WE DO? 

If we bear His vision, He will help 
s be creative inits implementation. 
ne church I know of invested 
hemselves in a unique situation. A 
2-year-old woman lived in an old 
ouse with 12 children. The children 
ad either been deserted or had run 
way from home because of child 
buse. Rats, lice, and roaches filled 
he house. Filth was everywhere. 
Yatches of walls and floors had 
otted through. 

This local church over a three- 
veekend period almost rebuilt the 
ntire house. They supported the 
oman and children financially and 
piritually from that point forward. 
he children now will not grow up 
neering at God and His people, but 
ill know that God is love and He is 
ave in action as well. 

Our own church: body is accus- 
tomed to giving a full week’s salary 
at Easter—and watching God multi- 
ply it to us all year long! What a start 
this would be for a local church 
“poor fund.” Or perhaps your body 
of believers would want to give one 
or two percent of its total giving 
each month to the poor in your area. 

If each local church in the United 
States would take responsibility for 
at least 10 poverty level people in 
their area, there just may not be 
poverty in our nation. 

In the Old Testament, God out- 
lined some valuable plans for 
keeping extremes of wealth and 
poverty to a minimum. Read Leviti- 
cus 25:10-24 about the Year of 
Jubilee. In Deuteronomy 14:28 and 
29 (LB) He says, “Every third year 
you are to use your entire tithe for 
local welfare programs: Give it to 
the Levites who have no inheritance 
among you, or to foreigners, or to 
widows and orphans within your 
city, so that they can eat and be 
satisfied; and then Jehovah your 
God will bless you and your work.” 
Then, in Deuteronomy 15:1-6, God 


GOD HAS NEVER FORGOTTEN 
THE POOR! 

®@ God is the absolute owner of 
everything. “The earth belongs to 
God! Everything in all the world is 
His!” (Ps. 24:1, LB). See also Job 
41:11. 

® God graciously allows man to 
partner with Him in using His 
resources. “And remember, the land 
is mine, so you may not sell it 
permanently. You are merely my 
tenants and sharecroppers!” (Lev. 
25:23, LB). 

= God does not approve of un- 
shared abundance. “But if someone 
who is supposed to be a Christian 
has money enough to live well, and 
sees a brother in need, and won't 
help him—how can God's love be 
within him? Little children, let us 
stop just saying we love people; let 
us really love them, and show it by 
our actions” (I John 3:17,18, LB). See 
also Prov. 19:15. 

= God does not condone laziness. 
“A lazy man is brother to the sabo- 
teur (great waster)” (Prov. 18:9, LB). 
See also Prov. 19:15. 

™ God will punish those who get 


tells us about a financial plan in 
which He not only promised great 
blessing to flow, but rulership over 
many nations! 

In the New Testament, we have a 
brief commentary on what daily 
living should be like in the new 
church. “All the believers were of 
one heart and mind, and no one felt 
that what he owned was his own; 
everyone was sharing...and (there 
was) no poverty—for all...brought 
the money to the apostles to give to 
others in need” (Acts 4:32-35, LB). 

Our government has promised to 
drastically cut taxes. When those 
taxes are cut, will we spend that 
money on ourselves? Or will we 
deposit it into God’s plan for the 
poor? 

WE CHRISTIANS ARE HELD 
ACCOUNTABLE! 

As I look at so much abundance 
and desolation, these words come to 
mind: 

“Should we lower the standard in 
the thick of the fight? 

Should we give less as the need 
grows greater? 

Should we fall to the rear in the 
thick of the fight, 


rich by oppressing others. “Among 
my people are wicked men who lurk 
for victims like a hunter hiding in a 
blind. They set their traps for men. 
Like a coop full of chickens their 
homes are full of evil plots. 

“And the result? Now they are 
great andrich, and well fed and well 
groomed, and there is no limit to 
their wicked deeds. They refuse 
justice to orphans and the rights of 
the poor. Shouldn't I punish a nation 
such as this?” (Jer, 5:26-29, LB). See 
also Ps. 82:1-5; Prov. 22:22; Isa. 3:13-16, 
5:8-11, 10:1-4, 32:1-8; Amos 4:1-3, 
6:1-7, 8:4-8; and James 5:1-5. 

= God will bless the nation that 
has a passion for justice toward the 
poor. “The Lord says: Be fair-minded. 
Do what is right! Help those in need 
of justice! Quit your evil deeds! 
Protect the rights of aliens and 
immigrants, orphans and widows; 
stop murdering the innocent! If you 
put an end to all these terrible deeds 
you are doing, then I will deliver this 
nation and once more give kings to 
sit on David's throne, and there shall 
be prosperity for all” (Jer. 22:3-5, 
LB). See also Ps. 41:1,2. 


Proving not victor, but traitor?” 

Matthew 25:31-40 (LB) says this, 
“But when I, the Messiah, shall come 
in my glory, and all the angels with 
me, then] shall sit upon my throne of 
glory. And all the nations shall be 
gathered before me. And I will 
separate the people as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, 
and place the sheep at my right 
hand, and the goats at my left. 

“Then I, the King, shall say to 
those at my right, ‘Come, blessed of 
my Father, into the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the founding of 
the world. For! was hungry and you 
fed me; I was thirsty and you gave 
me water; I was a stranger and you 
invited me into your homes; naked 
and you clothed me; sick and in 
prison, and you visited me.’ 

“Then these righteous ones will 
reply, ‘Sir, when did we ever see you 
hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and 
give you anything to drink? Or a 
stranger, and help you? Or naked 
and clothe you? When did we ever 
see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’ And I, the King, will tell them, 
‘When you did it to these my brothers 
you were doing it to me!’ ” 


ANCE 7 


“Gathering here, we declare the 
Lordship of Jesus within us. 
Because of Him, nothing can stop 
us from reaching out to all Asia 
and proclaiming salvation to our 
people.” 

Rudy Fetalsana, Philippine 
National Youth Director 


his decade challenges us to take up a The truth of the gospel brings 
i new vision for the whole of Asia and liberty to people bound by hell. 
the Pacific. As we contact troubled These delegates hone their 


understanding of the 
scriptures to loose Asians 
snared in sin and suffering. 


Asian youth, let us 
agree to destroy 
demonic strongholds 
while we labor in a 
mutually supportive 
manner,” says the 
Reverend Rudy 
Fetalsana, chairman of 
ee teeny act) Revs. Ron Mehl and Ron 


Leaders Congress. : Williams break the language 
For a moment, consider this: Asians represent barrier through interpreter 
60% of all mankind, and two thirds of them ee ee 

; : delegates listen, they impart 
are under 25! Soon, Asian youth will come to the challenge to view Asia as 


full maturity. The challenge is great. Energy God’s next frontier. 


The brothers discuss a 
morning service to pool their 
insights. Each will return home 

with truths fitting to His own 
culture, yet understanding that 
we are one in Jesus. 


must be channeled into godly pursuits—lest 

tomorrow, these nations drown under “other Committed individuals weave 

gospels.” the patterns of social change. 
This delegate, one among 

“Koinonia 81": The First Asian Foursquare many, is ready to knock on 

Youth Leaders Congress convened on Asian doors so that Jesus 


may enter yet unreached 


Lantao Island, Hong Kong, and summoned haartls with Hieioee 


delegates from that country, Japan, the 
Philippines, Macao, mainland China and Shedding prejudice, these 
Papua New Guinea. They gathered to hear delegates reach out to one 


how God moves in other cultures in order to BROINET MRIS AS sare 
they stand upon the same 


apply the lessons learned within their own. Spiritual Rock; and looking up 
Also, they came to maximize Asian outreach sing praises as they survey 
by addressing the problems of cultural the harvest of souls before 


misconception and prejudice. them. 


The Reverend Rudy Fetalsana, Philippine 
National Youth Director and Northern 
Philippine District Supervisor, led as 
chairman. The Reverend David Masui, 
general supervisor of FMI Japan, 
administrated as treasurer. The Reverend 
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These delegates peer over a 
politically imposed barrier to 
China. Their intercession, 
study and obedience will plant 
the cross of Jesus where 
armies could not campaign. 


These delegates meet to 

share what is on their hearts. 
Personal ministry helps them 
to better distribute the loaves 
and fishes of “Koinonia '81,” 
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Ernesto Lagasca, president of the Philippine 
Foursquare Church, managed 
communications as secretary. The Reverend 
Ron Williams, missionary to Hong 
Kong/Macao and chairman of the Asian 
Council of Foursquare Missions, coordinated 
the event. 


“Koinonia ‘81’ commenced with the truth that 
our biblical family relationship cancels out 
prejudice. So primed, open hearts received 
delegate reports concerning the trials and 
triumphs of each work. In response, strong 
intercession now rises as this united body 
releases heavenly power through loving 
accord. 


While enjoying each other's company and 
culture, the delegates have forged 
friendships. They now see other cultures as 
diverse expressions of a kindred humanity. 


Through these days, the Holy Spirit has 
communed with each delegate about their 
personal walk and responsibility to Asian 
youth. Now their goal is to salt Asia with the 
gospel and the power of God. So, as Jesus 
leads, let us encourage His redemptive work 
and with the delegates of “Koinonia '81” 
declare, ‘Jesus is the only Lord of Asia!” 


Pray that prejudice against others may 
be confessed and healed so that love may 
build up the Church. 


Pray that God will raise up more 
intercessors among our Asian churches to 
battle the spiritual forces hindering the 
gospel. 


Pray that evangelistic programs in local 
churches will grow in strength and 
commitment. 


Pray that cross-cultural ministry may 
flourish, that all may find their particular 
place of effective ministry within the Body 
of Christ. 


As the youth of Asia survey the harvest 
before them, let’s encourage them as we 
join in prayer and support and reach Asia 
for Christ... 


SRI-LANKA, CEYLON 


SALVATION: A FREE OFFER WITH 
NO STRINGS ATTACHED. Our Four- 
square Church rejoices to report that 
Hindus are slowly turning from super- 
stitious customs as they accept Jesus. 
As a protection against evil, they 
formerly wore strings and cords around 
their arms, wrists and waists. Since 
Jesus has become their Lord, these 
items are conspicuously absent. 


GETTING “ZEROED IN.” The Rev- 
erends Richard and Betty Kiser under- 
stand the weapons of their warfare— 
intercession and evangelism—over 
deep-seated spiritual oppression in Sri- 
Lanka. Intercession first loosens, then 
breaks the demonic grip. Evangelism 
saves the sinner and encourages the 
saint. The Kisers trust that soon God 
will smash hell's gates to release 
sinners into salvation and saints into 
revival. 


BAPTISM: A PASSAGE FROM 
DEATH INTO LIFE. The wife of a local 
church worker had wrestled with 
countless personal problems. Then she 
decided to confess the Lordship of 
baptism. Since doing so,-she has 
discovered great joy and peace. Many in 
her congregation, aware of her former 
difficulties, rejoice over the liberation 
that God has wrought. 

The Reverend N. Freeman, a national 
pastor, reports that he led ten new 
believers into baptism. One whole family 
came forward to receive Christ and 
proclaim their choice through baptism. 
Reverend Freeman exclaims, “How 
thrilling it is to see families turning from 
idolatry to faith in our risen Saviour” 


| WILL BRING THE LATTER RAIN. 
Foursquare church worker, Isaac 
Wijaykumar Raj, states the following: 
“Last week | conducted five days of 
outreach in Colombo. Jesus healed 
hundreds of people. One young gin— 
totally blind—instantly saw after prayer! 
Praise God!" 

Rosham T. Selvaratnam, a worker in 
the south, adds, “The response among 
the people is tremendous. The Lord's 
Spirit moves all over as never before. At 


the moment we have concentrated on 
opening new worship-ministry centers 
for the Lord.” 


Pp, ‘ 

é 
circuit of his work on @ bicycle donated b 
believers in Hong Kong. Truly, the love of 
Christ in us is @emonsirating that we are His 
body, working together around the world 


OVERCOMING EVIL WITH GOOD. For 
several months Sri-Lanka has operated 
in a state of emergency. The govern- 
ment concludes that outside forces 
instigate terrorist activities. These 
insurgents have endeavored to stir up 
racial rioting between the Tamil and 
Sinhalese peoples. The Kisers and other 
Foursquare workers intend to train 
more field workers, so that the Holy 
Spirit can level the barriers of prejudice, 
@ caste system and idolatry. To them, 
the gospel holds the only viable alter- 
native, 


ECUADOR 


“AND JESUS TAUGHT THEM, 
SAYING...."The Reverend John Douglas 
views the present roles of missionaries 
in Latin America as distinctly different 
from their predecessors. In previous 
times, missionaries pioneered, planting 
the work and harvesting. Now their 
work is to help cultivate the work they 
have started, and to minister alongside 
the national leaders and pastors. 


A REPORT OF FOURSQUARE 
WORLD MINISTRIES 


: 


nter this church in Sri-Lanka in 
Humble as it is, God is pleased to 

is children here. He saves, redeems, 
hem as they turn from the 

past to the liberty available in 


rst. impersonal religion cannot satisfy the 
earching hearts of humanity. 


He explains, “The need for more” 
workers remains urgent. Though there? 
are large numbers of national leaders to 
staff the churches, some of these 
leaders need more training.” The great” 
responsibility of Reverend Douglas an 
others is to concentrate their time on 
teaching. 


PRAYER: LOOSING THE FLOOL 
GATES. A national brother spoke to. 
Reverend and Mrs. Douglas about the” 
following request: “Pray that there will 
be a miraculous multiplying of workers _ 
who have similar ministries such as the 
missionaries.” There are masses with — 
desperate spiritual hunger and, at 
times, such limited resources of gifted” 
people to meet their needs. Please pray 
that God will thrust forth laborers into 
the harvest. ‘ 


Bese ALEED THEM: 1TQ- A QUIET 
PLACE. Sixty leaders from the Central 
Foursquare Church of Guayaquil met in 
the mountain town of Cuenca for a 
special retreat. As they learned new 
choruses, they sang them in worship to 
Jesus. The Holy Spirit ministered at 
deep personal levels during the services. 
The whole experience confirmed the 
retreat emphasis upon worship and the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. The retreat 
-renewed all in attendance. Many testi- 

fied about specific changes in attitude 

ahd increased wisdom in the things of 
God. In parting, the fresh glow of Jesus 
upon their faces was evident to all. 


This brother has found a life full of purpose 
and value in Jesus. He constantly shares 
these gifts with others by teaching them as 
he is taught at this Foursquare church. 
National leadership continues to press into 
new areas of ministry. 


MISSIONS 
INTERNATIONAL 
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AQUEDUCT SYSTEM LINKS CITY 
DISTRICTS. The Tegucigalpa Four- 
square Church has formed “Fountain of 
Living Water” groups. They are prayer 
cells located in various parts of the city. 
Their objectives are twofold: to win 
souls, and to provide ministry to those 
unable to attend church. Through these 
groups, the main church has received a 
growing stream of people. 


BEING LEAD FROM VICTORY TO 
VICTORY. Honduras, in its recent 
elections, has chosen to return to its 
civilian-type government. Honduras has 
been a land long known for its demo- 
cratic elective system and a land where 
there has been a great deal of freedom. 
It is hoped now that, through a return to 
an elective system, the other constitu- 
tional rights are going to be upheld. 

Also it is hoped that there Is going to 
be a great deal of freedom given for the 
preaching of the gospel, even in areas 
that have never been reached before. 
There is some fear that because some 
elements might try to take advantage 
of this new freedom to promote their 
own causes, it would again revert back 
to amore strict military system. So we 
need to pray that God will hold that land 
as one of the few countries in Central 
America where the gospel is making 
great progress. 


Worship the Lord for He is good. These 
Honduran believers praise God for His 
goodness to them. As the gospel spreads, 
many are coming to know the Lord. Many are 
needed to teach and enable the fast- 
emerging church in Honduras. 


HONDURAS 


FEAR NOT THE ARROW THAT 
FLIES BY DAY. Assistant Pastor Tito 
Velasquez of the Tegucigalpa Four- 
square Church stood ona corner talking 
to two church members. As he finished 
the conversation, he turned and stepped 
off the curb into the path of a car 
“flying” around the corner. The auto 
struck him squarely in the side; yet, 
after it passed—he stood unharmed! 
The two church ladies stood speechless, 
unable to comprehend what they had 
witnessed. Pastor Velasquez stood in 
wonder as he inspected tire tracks 
clearly imprinted on the toes of his 
shoes. 


“AND IN THIS CORNER AT 85 
POUNDS...” Rosario Galeano had just 
finished her last year at Bible school 
when she decided to visit her mother. 
After her arrival, the pastor of her 
church asked her to speak on Sunday. 
While she preached, a drunken man 
came into the church and made 
advances toward Rosario’s sister. 

Rosario left the pulpit and walked to 
the man. She intended to rebuke him, 
but when she opened her mouth she 
spoke in tongues. The man flew back- 
wards, even though Rosario had not 
even touched him, then ran out the 
door. Outside he said, not realizing it 
had been the power of God, “Don’t go in 
there. That girl grabbed the collar of my 
shirt and threw me out!” It should be 
noted that Rosario stands five feet tall 
and weighs 85 pounds...no one expects 
a rematch. 


By the Reverend Phil D. Starr 
Coordinator of Communications 
Missions International 


ords are delicate vehicles that 
W can carry truck loads of 

meaning, especially when they 
are linked to an important topic like 
Missions. What do you think of when 
you say Missions in the same breath 
with Mr., and Ms., Money, Mammon 
and Millions? I think of building a 
responsible stewardship program to 
balance those words and place them 
in proper priority. 

Jesus commanded us to take a 
Message to this floundering world. 
This message says that only He can 
offer hope in life or death. In some 
way, we are all to actively preach 
Jesus—that is our Mission! 


IT DOES NOT JUST HAPPEN 

A successful Missions outreach does 
not just happen. It is a premeditated 
act of obedience to Christ’s command. 
It requires many a Mr. and Ms. to 
evaluate their expenditures in time, 
talent, ambition, and inevitably, 
Money. Only men and women who 
understand the meaning of the 
Church’s Mission can bear the heat of 
commitment. 

Life in this materialistic, hedonistic 
culture too easily engenders a 
Mammon mindedness in people— 
even in believers. The financial de- 
mands of life pressure us to snuff out 
forest fires while we should be 
cultivating watersheds. This is not to 
say that people do not have real 
problems. Rather, this is an encourage- 
ment to seek God in prayer and in the 
Word. He promises wisdom to manage 
money properly in the midst of 
struggle. 

Under His grace, our stewardship 
can shift from our anxieties to those 
matters which God deems important. 
In the end, our obedience will tap into 
His blessing and God will be glorified 
over all. 

MONEY ...AGENT OF RELEASE 

Believers, submitted to Jesus, have 


; a Power Behind the Words 
Money, Missions, Millions 


found that money, given in accordance 
to God’s direction, becomes an agent 
of release. First, it releases the giver 
from dependence on the world system. 
Secondly, it releases the receiver from 
need, and (in our case) into ministry 
here and abroad. The world says, 
“Keep.” Jesus says, “Give.” Small 
wonder that the world intends to choke 
out, while Jesus desires to “add all 
things” after Christians plant accord- 
ing to His instructions. 


REACHING MILLIONS COSTS 
MILLIONS 

Each year, Foursquare Missions 
International hefts a mammoth Mis- 
sions bill. Here are some of the 
reasons. First, a missionary must be 
sent, then equipped, maintained, 
mobilized...and then the number of 
missionaries must be multiplied. 
Currently, we are in a vital role 
maturing churches in 38 countries. 
Also, we plan to reach many new fields 
and 100 hidden peoples by the end of 
the decade. Reaching Millions of souls 
costs! 

According to Romans 10:13-17, 
Father-God yearns to have His chil- 
dren take the Good News to the 
world. These verses plainly teach that 
it cannot happen without you and me 
getting deeply involved. If we falter, 
how will they hear if no one proclaims; 
how will they believe, if they have not 
heard; how will salvation come to 
them, if they have not called out in 
faith? 

Let the Holy Spirit engrave Romans 
10:13-17 on your heart. Many men and 
women now stand, waiting to be sent. 
Will money fall into Mammon’s gullet, 
or will the Holy Spirit inspire you to 
save the lost through liberality? 
MONEY IS NOT GOD 

Money’s role in the Missions process 
can easily be misunderstood. It is vital, 
but it is not God. Father-God is our 
source. Through giving, He allows us 
the privilege of participating in His 
works. The quality of our involvement 
speaks libraries about what or who we 
love. So, in offerings remember that it 


glia ere 


is not how much, but why you give. 
Please, let your contributions to 
Missions this year speak about Jesus, 
your first love. : 
MISSIONS “FAITH PROMISE” 
GIVING 

“Faith Promise” giving requires 
something of us in attitude as well asin 
dollars. Generally, once a believer 
commits to making regular contri- 
butions, somehow bills start to mount 
up. That is not unusual for someone 
giving in faith. 

Giving to God “if He sends the extra 
money” requires no faith. Giving—off 
the top, after the tithe—does. When 
contributions are so made, we then 
see how God can cover all our needs. 

Initially, implementing this method 
of money management causes a sense 
of sacrifice. But as God graciously 
provides for us, joy gilds our hearts. 
So, let us give cheerfully; He smiles 
when we do. Let us give in faith, so 
that His glory may pass before us. 


We are pleased to share that the 
Reverend Phil D. Starr has been 
appointed coordinator of communi- 
cations of the Missions International 
Department. 

Reverend Starr has served in the 
ministry of the International Church 
of the Foursquare Gospel for many 
years, both at home and abroad. He 
served in the Republic of the Phil- 
ippines as field director for ten years, 
then as field director for the South 
Pacific area and supervisor of the 
Foursquare work in Papua New 
Guinea during the last two years. We 
welcome Reverend Starr to head- 
quarters. 


EDUCATION: The Reverend 
Jack E. Hamilton, new 
president of L.|.F.E. Bible 
College, examines his new 


Call. 


- Leading 
LIFE With 
a Purpose 


he willingness to commit one’s 
T life to Jesus Christ involves 

more than mere interest in a 
heavenly abode. It is a process 
whereby Christlikeness is affixed 
by the work of the Holy Spirit. The 
testing of that commitment comes in 
the form of demanding challenges 
and added responsibilities that 
extend oneself beyond the comfort- 
able and familiar. 
_ Yielding to God's call should not 
cause discomfort to the servant of 
the Lord. However, when one is 
bidden by his Master to take on a 
task with multiple liabilities, there 
is immediate anxiety. Only when 
the “new” call is examined in the 
light of the character of the One who 
is doing the directing, a quieting of 
the inner life prevails, and the called 
one rests in the wisdom of heaven. 
- This is the description of my own 
pilgrimage in the last few weeks. I 
was entrenched ina very self-fulfil- 
ling pastorate. I was satisfied with 
the congregation’s progress toward 
realizing God’s purpose for the 
church in terms of ministry and 
witness. 


At this junction, the Lord Jesus 
made a mid-course change in my 
life’s direction. It is really a gross 
understatement to say that the 
prospect of leading L.I.F.E. Bible 
College both terrorized and threat- 
ened me. However, with the passing 
of a few weeks, hours of prayer, and 
the encouraging words of God's 
people, there is a fresh resolve in my 
soul to serve the Master in this 
different capacity. 

As pastor of a Foursquare church 
and an alumnus of L.I.F.E., a love 
affair has always existed between 
the college and myself. An intense 


“I sincerely believe that the 
era in which we embark is 
potentially the greatest 
period of development in 
our educational and 
training history.” 


interest in everything concerning 
this wonderful Christian training 
institution has been a by-product of 
my undergraduate days. This attrac- 
tion developed into a real burden to 
undergird the program, faculty, and 
student body in every way possible. 

At this point, I would evaluate 
that my passion for L.I.F.E. Bible 
College has as much to do with my 
new role as anything else. Love for 
what happens at the college, and 


Upon the recommendation of the 
Board of Regents and the approval 
of the L.I.F.E. Bible College Trustees, 
the Reverend Jack E. Hamilton, 
former pastor of the Santa Maria, 
California, Foursquare Church and 
former president of the L.I.F.E. 
Alumni Association, is now serving 
as the new L.I.F.E. Bible College 
president as of February 1, 1982. 

Reverend Hamilton, together with 
his wife, Carole, and family, comes 
to the college after 10 years of 


esteem and respect for those serving 
Christ by teaching and administra- 
ting, are basic to my own personal 
dedication to L.LF.E. In the days 
ahead, my wife and I anticipate a 
developing, growing affection for 
the students matriculating in these 
sacred halls. 

My admiration for those who have 
preceded me in this office is both 
deep and genuine. I pray diligently 
that I will in no way drop the baton 
of leadership that they have handled 
so flawlessly. 

I sincerely believe that the era in 
which we embark is potentially the 
greatest period of development in 
our educational and training history. 
It is this fact that causes all who are 
associated with this college to have 
such great expectations. I prayer- 
fully desire to execute my duties as 
president with passion, purpose and 
purity. My motivation comes from 
something within, and that is what I 
must keep in touch with. 

The spirit of L.I.F.E. pulsates with 
life and love. Both student body and 
staff solicit prayerful involvement 
with those desiring to extend the 
Kingdom of God. This president of 
L.I.F.E. Bible College pleads that you 
surround him with a hedge of prayer, 
that the contributions of this new 
order will only multiply that pre- 
ceding it. Join with me to preserve 
the L.I.F.E. Bible College tradition 
and expand its future influence. 


outstanding pastoral leadership of 
the Santa Maria church. There he 
was one of the denomination’s most 
enthusiastic supporters of our 
colleges. 

The new president succeeds Dr. 
Jack Hayford who has given five 
years of dynamic leadership to 
L.LF.E. Bible College. Dr. Hayford 
felt led of the Lord to focus his 
attention on the rapidly expanding 
Van Nuys congregation, one of 
America's most vital churches, and 
on his worldwide preaching and 
teaching ministry. 

Reverend Jack Hamilton, who will 
serve full time, will be officially 
installed as L.I.F.E.’s president at a 
service of investiture during the 
coming International Foursquare 
Convention at Angelus Temple, 
April 20-25. 
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There’s a rumble in the land 

Low, faint decibels—rising 

There’s a rumble in the land 

A giant wakening from long slumber 


There’s a rumble 
edged by white crystal 
pained by back seat romance 
stroked by agitated air waves 
There’s a rumble—ever sure—ever 
rising. 


There’s a charge in the land 
Complete with mandate calling 
There’s a charge in the land 

A boy beckoned by the Word 


There’s a charge 
secured by blood-stained prints 
gripped by willing hearts 
sealed by living Spirit 

There’s a charge—ever sure—ever 
rising. 


“And afterward 
I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people 
Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy 
your old men will dream dreams 
your young men will see visions 
Even on my servants, both men and 
women 
I will pour out my Spirit in those 
days.” 


—The Reverend Ed Stanton 
National Director of Youth 
Ministries 


Miami Valley Search and Rescue, 
April 4-9, 1982, in Dayton, Ohio, is 
an opportunity for youth in the 
eastern United States to answer a 
godly charge: to be a witness. For 
more information, write Pastor Terry 
Whitley, c/o Dayton Foursquare 
Church, 2429 Grant, Dayton, Ohio 
45406. 


Viewpoint. continued. , 
spending. What's this group for 
anyway? 

Well, the fellows really felt re- 
buked, and the next week the phone 
nearly rang off the hook as they 
were checking up on him. . 

And by September 15, Walt’s goal 
date, he had lost fifteen pounds; he 
had had a quiet time every day; he'd 
prayed every day with Sherry; and 
he was clear of bills. : 

Know your budget. Spend or sav 
with an eye on tomorrow, next week; 
next month: God will show you” 
what to keep, what to give. 

Your money is a crucial part of 
your total life before God. Then 
listen carefully to these words of His 
for you: { 

“Riches can disappear fast.. 80. 
watch your business interests close- 
ly. Know the state of your flocks and — 
of your herds; then there will be 
lamb's wool enough for clothing, and— 
goat's milk enough for food for all 
your household after the hay is _ 
harvested, and the new crop oppentaa 
and the mountain grasses are gath- 
ered in” (Proverbs 27:23-27, TLB).7 
Rural terms—but obvious in mean- — 
ing! 

What more do you do with your | 
money? Third, and most important — 
of all, transfer all ownership of it 
over to God. He's the wisest Finan- — 
cier! He can best show you how to — 
conserve it to be the greatest bles- 
sing and return for your investment. © 

God's on your side! Relax. Sur- — 
render. Lay out the books before 
Him. 


i 


Allison Williams a 


Foursquare Church, Orange, California. 


Just suppose... 


Now, really, are there no opportunities 
to share Christ with others in your life? 
Allison Williams of Orange, California, 
High School found a way. 

Her class assignment was to give a 
speech designed to persuade the 
listeners to the speaker’s viewpoint. 
After discussing the assignment, the 
Opportunity was obvious: she would try 
to convince her classmates of the vital 
importance of a personal relationship 
with Christ! 
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ttends the Plaza Bible 


As the time grew near, her 
apprehension was understandable. 
“How will the class react to a speech 
about the Lord?” she asked herself. 
“Will | come across as a raving 
maniac?” 

“Finally my speech began,” she told 
the Advance. “| started with, ‘Let's 
Suppose a nuclear bomb fell on our 
Class today and you die. You are 
automatically in the presence of the 


Creator of the universe. He says, “Why 
should | let you into my heaven?” What 
do you say?’ | explained God's 
perfection, man’s sin, and the blood of 
Jesus. Then | concluded with the 
necessity of accepting Jesus Christ as 
one’s personal Saviour.” 

The impact was tremendous. Yes, 7 
Allison received an “A” grade, but the 
evangelistic results are what mattered. 
“My speech has opened up 
opportunities for me to share the Lord 
with my classmates and with kids who 
aren't even in that class. My speech 
teacher and others from school have 
visited our church. The Lord has really 
blessed that assignment!” 

Suppose a nuclear bomb fell on our 
continent today and all was destroyed. 
Suppose you haven't shared Christ with 
others and you must look straight in the 
face of the Creator of the universe. What 
do you say? 


n the Beginning... 
ust Kidding 


nglican Digest reports a project 

by engineers seeking to learn 

what really happened when the 

orld came into being. They spent 
eeks gathering, checking, and recheck- 
ng information which they fed into a 
omputer. Here is the reported result: 
“The great moment came; all was 
omplete. Everybody there gathered 
around, a button was pressed and the 
great computer swung into action. 
Relays opened and closed. Lights 
flashed, and bells rang. Finally a typed 
message emerged: ‘See Genesis 1:1.’ ” 
Clayton Libolt probably would have 
received ministerial credentials from 


the Christian Reformed Church in 


ae °Building 


oh oh oe CLibrary 


tees a(shristian 


Raymond Cox 


1981 if his answers to questions about 
the authenticity of the Genesis record 
had reflected the same confidence in 
scripture. Libolt admitted, ‘Because of 
the kind of God we have, it’s quite 
possible that the events happened just 
that way.’’ However, his hedging 
concession “possible”? was not good 
enough for the CRC Synod’s delegates, 
and they denied him ministerial status. 

Anyone who gives ground in Genesis 
relative to the infallibility and inerrancy 
of the Bible can hardly hope to 
champion the integrity of inspired 
scripture in subsequent books. Interpre- 
tations may indeed vary. Bible believers 
divide relative to the gap theory 
between Genesis 1:1,2, the day-age 
theory of the seven days of creation, 
and the flood theory of geology, the 
simplest of all the explanations and the 
one easiest for me to accept. 

But there is no room for a Bible 
believer to dismiss the early chapters of 
Genesis as not historical or, even worse, 
largely mythological. The last word on 
creation basically is the first word 
about creation: “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.” 


current 


events comments 


Two recent events offer additional 
comfort to creationists, even though 
neither can establish any facts incontro- 
vertibly. In mid-December, 1981, the 
media reported that Herman and Kia 
Regusters of South Pasadena, Califor- 
nia, and their party had sighted a 
dinosaur-like creature in a remote lake 
area of inland Africa. Native reports 
and traditions in the area trace sightings 
of similar creatures there back for two 
hundred years. Some believe the 
creature to be a survivor of a dinosaur 
species thought extinct for 60 million 
years! 

Some months earlier, the text of 
Genesis in Hebrew was fed into a 
computer programed to analyze how 
many authors contributed to the book. 
The documentary-hypothesis people 
licked their chops in anticipation of 
confirmation of their E-J-P imagination 
of multiple documents. But the com- 
puter pontificated that the whole book 
came from the same author! 

Computers are far from infallible, 
and true Bible believers do not require 
external authentication for their faith. 
But when such comes, we welcome it. 


New Money Or None, by Willard Cantelon, Church of 
God Publishing House, $2.95. 

Willard Cantelon presents sound advice on the best way 
to prepare for the impending financial crisis. He takes a 
positive approach to handling finances that teaches you to 
prosper despite inflation, recession or depression. 


ee 


How You Can Manage Your Money, by John Warren 
Johnson, Augsburg Publishing House, $7.50. 

“Money?” you laugh, “What’s that?” Christians often 
hear it said that we should be good stewards of our money. 
But the paycheck-by-paycheck struggle to define stew- 
ardship in light of our own situation can be overwhelming at 

imes. 

That’s where a book like John Warren Johnson’s How 
You Can Manage Your Money can be of great help. Among 
the many things the Bible teaches, Johnson says, are the 
importance of our motives in spending (I John 2:15,16), 
living within your income (Luke 3:14), not spending 
wastefully (Luke 12:15), and staying out of debt (Proverbs 
22:7). These basic biblical principles permeate his book and 
greatly influence the kind of advice Johnson gives. Among 
the topics he tackles in the book are: investments, buyinga 
home, stretching the food dollar, buying furniture and 
clothing, getting out of debt, making a will, planning for a 
depression, and more. 


Living More With Less, by Doris Longacre, Herald Press, 
$6.95. 

Doris Longacre’s guide to simpler living offers concrete 
suggestions in chapters on money, clothing, homes, 
transportation and travel, celebrations, meeting houses and 
more! 


What Are WE Missing? by C. Peter Wagner, Creation 
House, $3.95 (formerly entitled Look Out! the Pentecostals 
Are Coming). 

As Dr. Peter Wagner will be sharing at our International 
Convention, What Are WE Missing? gives some valuable 
insight into this godly man and his ministry: 

“There has never been an age since the day of Pentecost 
in which more people are being won to Christ,” says Dr. 
Wagner. Yet, he questions, why have so many churches not 
grown at all or have even declined? In his search for an 
answer, God led him to the Pentecostal churches in Latin 
America. “There, I saw God at work,” he writes. “I saw 
exploding churches. I saw miraculous healings. I saw 
broken families united.” 
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SPECIAL SPEAKERS: Commissioned 
Roy Hicks, Sr., our new general supervisor. Oy» 
Peter Wagner, missionary statesman and church growth expert; professor of Church Growth, BEYOND 


Fuller Theological Seminary School of World Mission. OURSEL 
Paul Risser, keynote speaker and pastor of a growing, missionary-minded church. 
Paul Hackett, a preacher's preacher, Life Bible College pro’essor, pastor of a growing church. 
N. M. VanCleave, missionary-teacher-preacher-leader; Fa|,square statesman for more than a half century. 
Leland Edwards, director of Missions International. 


STRATEGIES FOR WINNING 
OUR WORLD TO JESUS CHRIST: 


Special teams are now enroute around the world. Each team is assigned to present a comprehensive strategy hammered-out with — 
regional church leaders and missionaries to aggressively reach the lost in their area with the Foursquare Gospel... 


AFRICAN AND EUROPEAN TEAM SOUTH AMERICAN TEAM 
Allan Hamilton, Team Leader Harold Helms, Team Leader 
ASIAN TEAM CENTRAL AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN TEAM 2 
John Holland, Team Leader Don McGregor, Team Leader 3 
CONVENTION WORKSHOPS: : 
TO TEACH TO PREACH TO REACH TO WORK 
(Matt. 28:1 9-20) (Mark 16:15) (Luke 24:47) (Eph. 3:20-21) 
Teaching Youth Principles of Preaching Home Bible Studies Multiple Staff Ministries 
Effective Sunday Schools Preaching for Evangelism Christian Schools Computers and the Church 
Counseling Series Preaching Relational Ministries /Witnessing Coping with Legal and Business — 
Sparking the Gift of Teaching Multiple Services Cross-Cultural Communication Needs of the Church + 
Teaching Spiritual Gifts Dynamics of Preaching and Leadership Development Pastoral Concepts t 
Teaching the Epistles, and more! Personality, and more! Church Growth Principles & 
SPECIAL EVENTS: 4 
* United Foursquare Women's Shepherdess Luncheon (Wednesday). 4 
* pres Forum (Wednesday)—The general supervisor and the district supervisors will articulate their strategies for the North Americ: 
churches. 
* Alumni Breakfast (Saturday). . 


FOR REGISTRATION INFORMA TION, WRITE: The Reverend Paul Risser, Chairman, International Foursquare Convention, 1100 Glendale Biv 


Los Angeles, CA 90026, or call (213) 484-1100 or (213) 868-2264. To become an official delegate from your local church (one delegate per: 
members), talk with your pastor, 
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